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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claim 24 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. The following is a statement of reasons for the 
indication of allowable subject matter: Ryan fails to specifically disclose the step of 
reviewing a list comprising a plurality of recorded standard nomenclatures; selecting 
one from the list of standard nomenclatures if the list includes a most relevant standard 
nomenclature; and inputting a new standard nomenclature associated with the recorded 
second set of medical criteria if the list does not include a most relevant standard 
nomenclature. 

Response to Arguments 

2, Applicant has submitted an amendment filed 3/16/2005 arguing to traverse the 
art rejection based on two limitations regarding "accepting input that identifies two 
different names for a substantially similar grouping of medical criteria" and "accepting 
further input that specifies one or both of the two different names as a part of a 
standardized nomenclature for the similar grouping of criteria" (see remarks/arguments 
section). Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
A medical database/dictionary has already been created in advanced by either 
automatically or manually entering all possible medical names/diseases/diagnosis. The 
entered possible medical names/diseases/diagnosis are hierarchically grouped together 
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(classified names into groups according to their "similarity") before for use {this reads on 
the first limitation). Now, the system of Rensimer et al. uses the hierarchically 
organized medical database created in advance to process patient data. As patient 
data are entered in to the system, the system display a number of diagnostic candidate 
names for the user to pick {col. 4, line 48 to col. 5. line 16). For reasons indicated 
above, examiner maintains previous grounds of rejection of claims 1-10. 

3. New claims necessitate a new ground of rejection (see claim rejection below). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The temi "substantially" in claims 1-10 is a relative 
term, which renders the claim indefinite. The term "substantially" Is not defined by the 
claim, the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite 
degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the 
scope of the invention. Examiner eliminates the term "substantially" from interpretation 
of claim language. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made In this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to 
the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 19-23 and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ryan (US 5809476). 

7. Regarding claims 19 and 25, Ryan discloses a method and system for 
standardizing nomenclatures corresponding to a medical patient, the method 
comprising: determining a first nomenclature based on a first set of medical criteria (co/. 
5, line 30 to col. 6, line 32, particularly points I to VI in that sides infonvation and 
modifier information are applied and referring to example given of Jemur^'and "Greater 
Trochanter")', determining a second nomenclature based on the first set of medical 
criteria (co/. 5, line 30 to coL 6, line 32, particularly points I to VI in that sides information 
and modifier information are applied and refening to example given of 'femur" and 
"Greater Trochanter")', and designating either the first or the second nomenclature as at 
least part of a standard nomenclature associated with the first set of medical criteria 
(co/. 5, line 30 to coL 6, line 32, particularly points I to VI in that sides information and 
modifier information are applied and in step V, redundant information is determined and 
removed). 

8. Regarding claims 21 and 23, Ryan further discloses a method as claimed in 
claim 19, wherein the first nomenclature is determined by an outpatient facility and the 
second nomenclature is determined by an inpatient facility (any medical facility can use 
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the system of Ryan to store medical information), and wherein the first set of medical 
criteria includes at least one or more of clinically significant medical diagnoses, medical 
treatments, and medical administrative matters {col. 5, line 30 to col. 6, line 32). 

9. Regarding claims 20, 22, and 26, Ryan further discloses a method and system 
as claimed in claims 19 and 25, respectively, further comprising: recording a second set 
of medical criteria corresponding to the medical patient {referring to example given in 
col. 7-8, "diagnosis" is the first medical criteria and "operation" is the second medical 
criteria)', associating the recorded second set of medical criteria with the standard 
nomenclature {both "diagnosis" and "operation" are encoded and stored in a medical 
database), and wherein said associating the recorded second set of medical criteria 
with the standard nomenclature comprises selecting the standard nomenclature from a 
list comprising a plurality of recorded standard nomenclatures {classified under standard 
nomenclature "Fracture" shown in tables in col. 8). 

10. Claims 1-2, 4, 6-7, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Rensimer et al. (US 5845253). 

1 1 . Regarding claims 1 and 6, Rensimer et al. disclose a method and system 
comprising: accepting user input identifying at least two different names for a similar 
grouping of one or more medical criteria {col. 4, In. 48-67); and accepting user input 
specifying at least one of the at least two different names as fonning at least a part of an 
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outpatient-inpatient standardized nomenclature for the similar grouping of one or more 
medical criteria {col. 5, In. 1-16). 

12. Regarding claims 2 and 7, Rensimer et al. further disclose the method and 
system of claims 1 and 6, wherein said accepting user Input identifying at least two 
different names for a similar grouping of one or more medical criteria comprises: 
accepting user input identifying at least one outpatient-facility specific name and at least 
one inpatient-facility specific name for the similar grouping of one or more medical 
criteria {col. 5, In. 1-16). 

1 3. Regarding claims 4 and 9, Rensimer et al. further disclose the method and 
system of claims 1 and 6, wherein said accepting user input specifying at least one of 
the at least two different names as forming at least a part of an outpatient-inpatient 
standardized nomenclature for the similar grouping of one or more medical criteria 
comprises: accepting user input specifying at least one inpatient-facility specific name 
as the outpatient-inpatient standardized nomenclature name for the similar grouping of 
one or more medical criteria identified by the at least one inpatient-facility specific name 
and at least one outpatient facility specific name {figures 3A-B and referring to col. 4, In. 
47 to col. 5. In. 16). 

14. Claims 3, 5, 8, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rensimer et al. (US Patent No. 5845253). 
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1 5. Regarding claims 3 and 8, Rensimer at al. further disclose the step of accepting 
user input identifying a diagnosis as an outpatient/inpatient-facility specific name {figure 
3B), but fail to specifically disclose the step of identifying the name toxaemia as an 
outpatient-facility specific name and the name preclampsia as an inpatient-facility 
specific name. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to include both toxaemia and preclampsia in the diagnosis 
database of figure 3B in order to provide services to users having toxaemia and 
preclampsia symptoms. 

16. Regarding claims 5 and 10, Rensimer et al. further disclose that accepting user 
input specifying a diagnoses as the outpatient-inpatient standardized nomenclature 
name by which one or more medical criteria identified by the names listed should be 
identified {figure 3B), but fail to specifically disclose that the names include toxaemia 
and preclampsia. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention to include the names toxaemia and preclampsia in the 
outpatient-inpatient standardized nomenclature name in order to provide services to 
users having toxaemia and preclampsia symptoms. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Mahran (US 6581038) disclose a method for creating a 
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hierarchically organized medical database that is considered pertinent to the claimed 
invention. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth In 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huyen X. Vo whose telephone number is 571-272-7631 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Wayne Young can be reached on 571-272-7582. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

HXV 7/21/2005 
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